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REPORT OF THE EXTERNAL RESEARCH UNIT, O/RR,ON THE 33 
PROPOSAL FOR PROCUREMENT AND UTILIZATION oF 
UNEXPLOTTED STUDIES CARRIED OUT BY JAPANESE 
. SGIBNTISTS IN THE AREAS IN AND AROUND THE 
PACIFIC BASIN TO 1945 


i, Attached are 


OS. A summary of the views of lr, Harold J. Coolidge, of the National 
esearch Council, on further exploitation of Japanese documents as expressed 
in a conference with members of CIA, OIR, State, and the Library of Congress 
on 27 January 1951 (Attachment A); 


be gopies of lotiers on the same subject from: (1) Mr. Coolidge to 
Brigadier Gencral Edwin L, Sibert, Director of Staff, Inter-American Defense 
Beard, dated 17 January 1951 (Attachment B), and (2) Mr. Donald J. Pletsch. 
Division of International Health, Federal Security Agency, to Mr. Coolidge, 
dated 13 October 1950 (Attachment C). 


2. During a visit to Japan in 1950, If, Coolidge received information 
Leading him to believe that thers are important pre=1945 studies made by, 
Japancse specialists in various fields of the exact and social sciences which 
have not been collected or exploited through the activities of the United States, 
but which might have intelligence value, Exploitetion of such sources could 
only bo carried out to meximm advantage before conclusion of a peace treaty 
with Japan, 


3o Me. Coolidge's views in this regard were supported by those of 
He. Pletsch, who served three years in Japan as a biologist in the Sciontific: 
and Technical Division, Economic and Sciontific Section, General Headquarters, - 
SCAP, Among Me, Pletsch's responsibilities during this period rere collection, 
appraisal and abstracting of many Japanese scientific papers, 


_ & Following informal investigation of the matter in O/WR, the Assistant 
Director for Operations placed Mr, Coolidge in contact with the Production Staff, 
O/RR, on 25 January 1951. As a result of this contact, Mir. Coolidge developed 
his ideas regarding wnexploited pre=194,5 Japaneses documents in a conference with 
vepresentatives of CIA, the Department of State, and the Library of Congress, 
on 27 Janvary 1951, Those present, besides Mr. Coolidge, were: 
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b. Department of State: br. JW. Lydman, DRF/OIR 


gc Library of Congress: Ifr. EA, Beal, Jr, Division of 
Orientalia, 


At this conference, My. Coolidge stated his views along the lines given in 
Attachment A, which parallels the content of Attachment C, lir. Coolidge is now 
visiting Japan, where he will further explore the status of the types of mterials 
which he described. Hoe nill return to Washington on 19 March, when he will be 
available for additional consultation, 


So _On 30 Jamary, throwth arr Ce lovin, 25X1 
dat lenpth with 


Foreirn Documents vision, > regar 6 nature, subject coverage, present 
iecation, and extent of cataloguing of Japanoso documents already in this. 
country, including those in university libraries and collections as well as those 
hold by the United States Government. Japanese documents on deposit with United 
States Government agencies in Japan were likewise discussed as to their axtent, 
nature, and availability. 


6. From the discussions summarized in the previous paragraph, the following 
points were developed: 


a that the Washington Document Center Advance preformed a highly 
systematic and thorough operation of collecting Japansso Government 
files, official documents, scholarly files, and publications. Combined 
with subsequent and current collecting by governmental agencies and 
private institutions, and with consideration of the extensive and valugbie 
ATIS collection and other collections in SCAP, it appears that thero has 
been brought under somo form of United States control virtually all pre» 
19145 materials of appreciable intelligence value, These mterials even 
include considerable quantities of field notes, reports, and similar 
decuments of Japanese scientists and others who traveled throughout the Far 
East in the interest of the Japanese Army, Navy, Foreign Office and other 
ministries and whose research materials have been acquired as part of the 
government files or from personal and institutional collections. 
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b, that preliminary control of these acquisitions exists 
jn complete lists in the form of card files and acquisition lists 
clossified by catagories, subject and geographical area, Although 
detailed indexing will be necessary to make possible spot exploitation, 
the existing acquisition lists and card catalogues already provide an 
ovemall guide to the mterials acquired by the United States Govern 
nent, These acquisitions total an ostinated 1,500,000 items, 


gS that all of these United States Government acquisitions have 
been screened for intelligence value: soma have been abstracted and 
otherttranslated. Although the central collection at the former 
Washincton Document Center has beon broken up and the major part dis- 
tributed to the Library of Congress (about 300,000 items), the National 
Archives (roughly 1,000,000 items), the Department of Commerce and other 
agencies, F/DD, CIA, has retained about 40,000 items, All of thess 
naterials are at present available for intelligence exploitation, It 
ts estinated that about 75 percent of Japanese documents of intelligence 
value are already available through tho materials already in the United 
States, 


% The great majority of the Japanese documents in the Foreign Document 
Division and of these elsewhere in the United States, however, are not availeble 
for immediate or urgent operational use, Translating and abstracting of 
selected materials of intelligence importance, therefore, is the only mathod 
whoreby such materials could be made immediately available for operational use 
in fulfillment of urgent requirements. a 


8 It is recognized that large«scale document acquisition eventually 
reaches a point of dininishing returns. Further large-scale endeavors to procure 
documents of pre-1945 origin would have to be balanced against: (a) present 
possessions, (b) the need for missing pre-1945 materials, and (c) the 
availability of more recent materiale on the Far East of a nature which would 
make pre-1945 materiols obsoléscent, and (d) the relative value of expending 
efforts to acquire such mterials at the expense of acquiring more recent 
documents, if a choice between the txo is necessary. , 


9. It seems clear that the point of departure for remaining preblens 
rogarding the over-all picture of Japanese documents of intelligence value is 
completion of the cataloguing of all Japanese materials of the types under 
dicussion which are already in the United States, both those held by Goverh= 
mental agencies, including the Library of Congress, and those deposited in the 
university Libraries, such as those of Yale, Columbia, Stanford, and Michigan, ° 
and the formation of a union catalogue so be housed at a central point most 
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- appropriately located for over-all intolligence purposes. Information 
on all pertinent Japanese materials under United States control in Japan 
should be added to this catalogue to give i+ maximum utility. Complete 
cataloguing of information on the great volune of nmaterjols already 
available in both the United States and Japan seems to be the only firm 
ground on which to bese any plans for further extensive procurement. 
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Attachnent A 


Summary of rs Harold Js Coolidge's Views os Expressed in tho 
Conference of 27 Jenuary 1952 


In addition to information contained in Japaneso scientific pepers 
already collected, classified, and exploited by United States Govern~ . 
mens agencies, a great volumo of unexplored dase oxicts in studies made 
over many years in various fields, including the social sciences, by 
Japanese scientists who carried on investigations in ereas of the Pacific 
Resin within tho former Japanese sphere of intercste Many of the results 
of theeo latter investigations are found in inaccessible journals or 
in manuscript or notebook forms and cover the period 4o the close of World 
lex Il. I6 is belicved that they include information valuable for: (a) 
basic intelligence, and (b) area studies boing carried on at various 
United States universitiess 


Adoquete utilization of tho grest store of already existing date 
in these wmexploited studios would not only provide edditionel informa= 
tion on regions in which Japan was interested, but would: {a) provide 
an opportunity to view the problems and situations of the torritories 
concerned through Asietic eyes, end (b) olimineto tho necd for Unit 
States research workers and analysts to cover the seme general ground 
independently. Furthermore, since the closo of World War Ils United 
States resoarch workors have not been ablo to enter many of the regions 
covered by theso studics, and investigations have, thorofere, not been 
sdvanced beyond tho point at which the Jepanere left then, The signing 
of a peace treaty with Japan will grestly reduce the possibility of | 
obtaining end exploiting these materials. A suggested mothod of approach 
for locating, classifying, and utilizing these uacxploited Japancse 
studies follows: : : 


a. Delineation of fields of interest, with priority to be given 
to those fields in which pro-war Japanese interest hes waned, with 
rusultant threets to accumulations of notes, unpublished ManUICYLpts s 
and raro pericdicals, 


bo. Elimination of fields already adequately covered by SCAP 
and other agencios. 


Ge Cataloguing end publicizing Jepaneso literature already in 
the United States, including collections in tho Library of Congress; 
Yale, Columbia, and other wiiversitias, and accumulations mado by military 
agencios, to obtain adequate mowlodge of whet already oxiste in this 
country and theroby prevons duplication of effarte 


da Location of, or preparation of, journal atd book liste in tho 
priority ficldse 


@, Transletions of titles and references to pertinent articies 
in tho most promising journal series, using Japauesc translators. 
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ve tLnorniine in Japan all pertinont notes, MONULCYLPTS » aed 
-Nlienticcr, onlinsing tho holp of solected individual Japanego and 
rueroctiate Japanese organisations. - 


w,  Soparation of informational abstracts, employing Japanese 


_ 
Crseveovlris 


he Shocking of all translations, references, and abstracts by 
esrebice Asmvicen oersomiole 


it. Dinal bibliogrephic organisation end publication of materials 
inbluding lists of information sources and yepositories. 
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NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 

2101 Constitution Avenue . 

Wachington 25, De Go 
PACIFIC SCIENCE BOARD 


17 Jenvary 1962 


Brige Gen» Edwin be Sibert’ 
Dirootor of Staff 
Inter-American Defense Board 
2600 ~ 16th Strest, Ne We 
Washington, Do Co 


: 25X1 
Dear Genoral Sibert: 


I greatly enjoyed seeing you again tho other evenings and am pleaced . 


+o have you back in Washington. Tho projoot which f mentionsd to you a5 
shat time is one which I discussed with our mutual srier,[ 
and which he helped me to bring before certain people associated wm sled 


On my trip to Japan last yoar I received informetion which ied me 
to beliove that there aro important studies which wore mado by Japancso 
specialists in various scientific fields, including anthropology, thich 
heave not beon collected through tho activities of United States agencies» 
but which might very woll be of considerablo valuc not only for the area — 
studies programs which are wmdoerway in this country ot solected universities. 
but also might furnish essential information for basic intelligence. T 
have a strong feoling that we shovld increase our éffort to look at problems 
and situations in Asia through Asiatio eyes. Fer this reason we should 
make tho fullest possible use of Japanese material collected openly and 
wider cover over & period of many years pricy to and during World War IT. | 
I am very much concerned that with the signing of the poaco treaty with 
Japan, the possibility of obteining this moterial will be greatly diminished. 
It is for this reason that I had hoped this projecs would bo one shich 
would interest samo appropriate government agencyo 


You will find attached a copy of a lotter from Dr. Donald Jo Pletach 
shioch he wrote at my request end which calls evtention to seme of the — 
material thet I have in mind. He devoted a considerable part of his threo 
years duty in Japan te this type of work, and I heve confidenco in tho 
statement which ho has mado, If you think that this suggesticn has somo 
merit, I. shall be glad to have an opportunity to discuss the matter with 
the friend whom you mentioned the other evening. PBsecause of my impending 
trip to tho Pacific this would havo to be arzenged fer some day next woek. 


With kind regards, 
Sinceroly yours, 
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“p PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
‘lashington 25, D.C. 
Uctohor 13, 1950 


Dee Herold do Coolidge 
Pacific Seience Board 
Eotieona2 Research Coumoil 
230%. Constitution Avonut 
Vashineton BBs De Co 


Veet Ur. Coolidge: 


Your recont expression of interest in the whilizescion of dJapaness 
information on areas forwerly etudicd by Japnrese scientiats wes of 
gveats interest to mo. Tho mevter is one of proat importonce avd warrants 
immediate attention. Theto exist vast actumiuletions of dave gachercd 
by the Jepanese from lends im ond around the Pacific Basine Hany af 
these findings exist in ui ceeretaecee journals or in momicotipt or note- 
beok fotm, Since the end of the tar such information has ret beon advanced 
by the research workers whocan no longer ormtor the arean concerted, Some 
deta have doubticss boon lost, dispersed, or dustroyod clroaty, Fusther 
passage of time oan only make selvage operations mora difficult and coatly. 


Ag you may be avare, i recently returned from three yoors in Japan 
as biologist in the Scientific and Tochnical Division, Eoonomic and 
Scientific Bection, Coneral, Poadgverters, Supreme Commander for che 
Allied Powers. Among my rosponeibilities during this three year period 
was the collection, appraisal, and sbstracting of meny daparieso sclonbific 
pspers. A sumary of this project will be found iv Report So. 19, Science 
end TechntJogy in Jeapen, published in 1849. 4 few fields were oxhoustively 
covered, one of which will be described later, Tho Netural Resources 
Sectidn gave considerable attention to Jepauenc decyementation in Pisheries, 
agriculture, forestry, and mineral recourcess Howover, the Sime limitations 
and spoocifiae requirements of these programs ivovitelly left meny ficlds 
umtouvched and gavb only partial coverage of others, To my knewledge the 
Japattese work in the social soiences did not raceive systematic, comprehen~ 
give exemination ror documontavions 


The armed servicss made systematic encumuietions of publishsd journel 
vefios in 1945-46, Subject watter boaring on uilitery techniques (ordnance, 
chomical warfere, order of battlo, otc.) undoubtedly roceived cereful. 
sctutihy by G3 and Nevy Intelligence. However, T urderstend that largo 
quan Gi, cies of literature wore shipped in bulk to Washington and have not 
been syctemetically catsalorued nor ubilised. 


The groatest treasure trove is still unexplorsd -~ the routine, 
unclassified Japanese reports of observations in all perts of the former 
Japanese Empiro., Scicatinte went to all parts of the Pacific and inte 
Menohuria and aouthern Asia. Ie seame foolish indead for our research 
Torketpppaved RoyRéhase 200d740Shi°oC HE ROMS MOCFN GRU E0200 0100488 soported 
by the Jepanese in thoir published works or personal monusoripte. 
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My views regerding a practical method of approach might be of 
intercat to you. Lot me cite an exemple of documentation, and the 
procedure used, In late 1949 American research workero expressed 
interest in Japanese research in environmentel physiology end clothing 
requirements, iInotead of citing a few current papers published by 
the Japanese in this field, it was decided to exhaustively document 
ail Japanese research, fundamentel and applied, dealing tith environ- 
nentel physiology and related fields. The result was the publication 
in 1950 of Report No. 21, Soience ami Technology in Japan, entitled, 
"A Conspectus of Japanese Roseerch in Envirorzontal Physiology and 
Closely Related Fields". Most of the work was done volunterily by 
tho most capable Japaneso authorities in the field of physiclogy. 
Professional American persomel contacted key Japsisse research workers 
end pointed out the abysmal world ignorance regarding Japanese work 
in that field, duo oither to barriers imposed by tho Japanese language 
cor by publication in obscure journals. The Japancae scholars were 
eager to solve this problem. They located, supplemented, and trans< 
lated Japansso bibliogrephios and indices on the subject, Included 
were papers reporting studies on tropical islends of tho Pacific snd 
the avctio areas of ianchuria, fatigue and clothing observations on 
Japaneso soldiewsin Sumatra and Japanese pilots over China, IMilitery 
journals, labor magazines, and professional biological publications 
‘Were all examined and indexed. Tho draft was then carefully checked by 
Nisei trenslators, and organized in moro uaable fashion, Information 
wea added to guide non-Japanese workers to any publication in which 
a referemoe had been cited. The resultant report hes riven dignity 
to tho Japanese research and encourages utilization of the information 
by many noneJapanese students and research personnel. 


The limited number of Japanese libraries, both institutional and 
private, wore tragically decimated in 1945, Libraries in Japan havo 
suffered further during the postwar perlod of osonomic strain. 

Additional delay will meen continued loss through neglect and disinterest. 
Larly action should ba taken while some of the American professional 
personnel in Japen oan still assist in establishing invaluable contects 
with capable Japenese scientistse: 


Logical steps in a comprehensive program might inolude: 


1. Delineation of the fields of interest. Priority must be 
given to fields whers preewar Japanese interest has waned, with reaul« 
tant throats to acoumulations of notes, unpublished manuscripts, snd 
rere periodicals, Due to the secretive habits of many Japanose techni- 
cians end scientists, many research results exist only in the form of 
private notes aud meausoripts withdrawn from the laboratories upon 
their dissolution. 
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2 Elimination of fields already covered adequately by SCAP 
and other agencies. 


Se Cataloguing and publicising Japanese literature now in tho 
United States, to include accumulations made by military agonoies and 
now presumably in dead storage. » ' 


.40 Loosting in Japen all pertinent notes, manuscripts, and pub» 
lications, onlisting Japanese help. 


5. Location of, or preparation of, journal and book lists in 
the priority fields, 


6, Translations of titlos and referoncos of pertinent articles 
in the most promising journal serios, using Japenoso trenslators, 


7%. Preparation of informational abstracts, using Japanese 
abstractors > 


85 Checking (scanning) of ail transietions, references, and 
abstracts by capable American personnel (the best men to organize this 
phase may be lir. Goorgo Yamashiro, still employed by E8S/ST, GHQ, SCAP). 


9. Final bibliographic organization and publication of material , 
including liste of information sources and rapositories e. 


If the hoped for action which you expressed in our Pacont tonver» 
sation ¢an.be implemented, results can bess be achieved vhilo the 
occupation of dupan is still in effect, I do not refor to any use 
of progsur® ov compulsion to reveal information sources, Such an 
approach would be undignified and almost completely fruitless. 1 
refer instead to many details concerning personnel and logistics which 
might best be accomplished aj onco. Cortain types of informtion can 
_ be found only by porsonal contact of American echolarn with these 
Japanese equivalents, Other information, incluling loeating individuals 
and documents o¢nuneocted with Japanose activities outside the home iotends, 
may best be made available through United States military liaison with 
the Japanése Demobilization Bureau or other agenciess Both military 
end nonemilitary channels should be usod. — 


My ‘beat wi8hes in your valuable offors to acsompliah this task 
before time lapse renders it impossible, If I cen be of any help, 
please let me know. 


Sinterely yours, 
g 
Don Pletsch 
Donalaé Jo. Plotech 
Public Health Adviser 
Division of Internati nel Health 
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